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POLICE SEIZE A COMBINED 100 GRAMS OF FENTANYL AND CRACK 

COCAINE AND ARREST 1 FOR TRAFFICKING 1 ON WARRANT 

 

9/8/23: On Thursday afternoon members of the Beverly Police Drug Control Unit arrested Juan 
Manuel Soto Guzman, 29 of Lawrence on charges of trafficking Class A Fentanyl, trafficking 
Class B Cocaine, unlicensed operation of a motor vehicle, motor vehicle operator failure to 
identify self, speeding, marked lanes violation, and on 2 outstanding warrants following an 
investigation into drug sales in the Fayette Street area of the city. Detectives had initiated an 
investigation into illicit drug activity in the area of Fayette Street and were conducting 
surveillance in the area when their attention was drawn to a dark colored Acura that drove 
through the area before its operator was seen walking to a known drug location. Based on 
detective’s observations of the operator and the vehicle, a traffic stop was conducted, at which 
point the operator presented an identification that appeared fake in nature. A search warrant was 
obtained for the vehicle as it was suspected to be a drug delivery vehicle. The search warrant 
which was applied for and granted, yielded the finding of a hidden compartment within the 
vehicle. The compartment was found to contain several bags of Cocaine and Fentanyl as well as 
a large amount of cash. In total, Detectives recovered approximately 60 grams of Fentanyl, 
approximately 40 grams of Crack Cocaine and $997 in cash. Assisting detectives in the arrest 
were Beverly Police Officer Tim Leblanc. Massachusetts State Police Trooper Christina 
Cavagnaro and her K-9 Thor assisted in the execution of the search warrant and finding of the 
hidden compartment. The vehicle’s registered owner, Brenda Margarita Lopez, 38 of Lawrence 
was also arrested on an outstanding warrant. Both Soto Guzman, and Lopez are expected to 
appear at Salem District Court today.    
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